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This paper draws on three decades of New Zealand Census data (1991-2018) 
and publicly available information about Buddhist groups and organizations to 
chart changes in the Buddhist population and identify their key characteristics 
in terms of national origin, ethnicity, and areas of geographical concentration. 
Although the presence of Buddhists in New Zealand reaches back to the late 
nineteenth century and the arrival of Chinese gold miners, few formal organi-
zations existed here before the 1970s. Changes in New Zealand’s immigration 
policy in the late 1980s allowed for an increase of migrants from Asia, which 
has had a significant impact on the growth of Buddhists and in the transplanta-
tion of diverse cultural forms.  

In addition to an analysis of census data on religious identification, we draw on 
a provisional inventory of Buddhist institutions as of early 2021, focusing on 
temples and centers—most of which have either been transplanted by immi-
grants from Asia or established by “new Buddhists” (mostly people of Europe-
an ancestry who identify as Buddhist). These diverse organizational forms and 
streams of distinctive Buddhist traditions, including sectarian, ethnic, and 
hybrid forms, have transformed the religious landscape in significant ways.  
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OCT 21

The Social Sources and Cultural Forms of Buddhism 
in Contemporary Aotearoa New Zealand 

Format: Zoom meeting. 
Register at: https://ww-
w.eventbrite.com.au/e/bu 
ddhism-in-the-sea-of-is-
lands-webinar-series-octo 
ber-webinar-
registration-153265157211

This is the third of a series of five seminars in the ‘Buddhism in the Sea of Islands’ webinar series that examine trans-
national flows and counterflows of Buddhism in Pacific contexts. To stay update with information on the 
webinar series and related events please visit: https://www.nantien.edu.au/buddhism-in-the-sea-of-islands-
webinar-series/
Contact the convenors at: buddhism_network@nantien.edu.au

https://ww-w.eventbrite.com.au/e/bu ddhism-in-the-sea-of-is-lands-webinar-series-octo ber-webinar-registration-153265157211
https://ww-w.eventbrite.com.au/e/bu ddhism-in-the-sea-of-is-lands-webinar-series-octo ber-webinar-registration-153265157211
https://www.nantien.edu.au/buddhism-in-the-sea-of-islands-webinar-series/
https://www.nantien.edu.au/buddhism-in-the-sea-of-islands-webinar-series/
https://www.facebook.com/NanTienInst/



